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Steering Group 

Convenor:  

Katherine Barling 

Co-convenor: 

Claire Holm  

Treasurer:   

Garry Shilg 

Secretary:   

Alan Cuthbertson 

Minute Taker:  

Margaret O’Dowd 

Editor:   

Alan Cuthbertson 

Ordinary members: 

Jennifer Helmich 

Pam Rowley 

Vicki Jordan 

Kay Tilley-Schilg 

  

 

NEXT Meeting: 

Wed 3rd July 

For info, contact: 

email:  

montymoves@gmail.com 

Mob: 

Katherine - 0413 941 170  

 

Website: 

www.transitionmonty.org 

 

FaceBook: 

www.facebook.com/

MontmorencyCommunityGroup 

Next Food Swap, 

7th July, from 10:30am to 
11:30am 
 
Montmorency Primary School 

  

What’s  on  
 
• Sun 16th June — Sustainable Watsonia Open Day 

(pg 5) 

• Fri 21st June—Climate Rally in City (pg 4) 

• Fri 21st June—Monty Primary Trivia Night (pg 6) 

• Sun 7th July — Food Swap (Pg 2) 

• Wed 10th July –MASSG Theatre Night (pg 7) 

 

Araluen Power Generat ion  
 

 May  Since Installation 

Power generated   .5 Mwh  57 Mwh  

Savings $100  $9,500   

  

 
Ivy  

 

Time to take action!  

See pg 2 and 3 

 

mailto:montymoves@gmail.com
http://www.transitionmonty.org
http://www.facebook.com/MontmorencyCommunityGroup
http://www.facebook.com/MontmorencyCommunityGroup
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Ivy  

Why are we concerned about ivy growing on trees? 

•We have surveyed trees in our suburb and found that many are being 
damaged by infestations of English ivy smothering their trunks and 
branches. 

•As it climbs up tree trunks and over branches, ivy damages the bark 
and weakens the branches 

•Ivy stems cling to the tree, preventing light from penetrating leaves. 

•Weakened plants and trees are more susceptible to problems like 
pests or disease. 

•This weed will eventually overtake even a mature tree. We have seen 
many smothered trees and shrubs dying or completely dead, 

•Ivy is often planted as a hedge and ground cover- while careful gar-
deners often keep it contained, the seeds can spread it into neighbour-
ing gardens 

•English ivy is very invasive, it can spread easily into bushland and en-
danger whole ecosystems. On the ground, it forms a dense matting 
that excludes all native plants. 

The Ivy Project 

MCG is working with the Banyule Council to reduce the proliferation of 
English ivy in Montmorency, to prevent the destruction of our precious 
trees.  
 

We have surveyed ivy infestations on trees on public land and the 
Council has begun to remove it.  
 

But we are hoping that local residents will also help with this project, 
by removing any ivy from their land if it is growing up a tree trunk or 
covering vegetation 
 

Throughout the month of June, you will see information about ivy as a 
weed in the local media 

For more information visit www.transitionmonty.org/ivy.html 

  

Food Swap 

Thanks to everyone who joined in our 
world environment day activities, with our 
regular foodswap alongside the Monty trad-
ers, Monty boomerang bags, info on ivy Co 
trip to project our magnificent gums,  and 
a human sized sugar glider.  
 
Our next foodswap will be Sunday 7 July, 
from 10:30 to 11:30 am in the castle at 
monty primary school. Bring a favourite 
soup recipe and we can  share them 
around too over a cuppa. And there will be 
a few boxes of jars available for all you 
marmalade and pickle makers.. someone 
we know is downsizing so there’s plenty of 

http://www.transitionmonty.org/ivy.html
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Ivy  (cont)  

 
Tips for Removing English Ivy from Trees  

1.It is best to always remove ivy if it is growing on your 
tree. Also remove ivy plants from the ground and near-
by plants.  

2.If you want to keep ivy for ornamental purposes, keep 
it away from tree trunks, at least 3 to 4 feet, to prevent 
it from climbing up the tree. 

3.DO NOT simply rip the ivy off the tree. The roots will 
be firmly hooked into the bark so you will also remove 
some of the bark and damage the tree. 

4.Instead, starting at the base of the tree, cut an inch or 
two sections out of the ivy stems and remove them. 
Carefully paint the cuts on the still attached stem with a 
full strength herbicide. 

5.Repeat the process every few feet up the stem of the 
ivy as high as you can reach. You may need to repeat 
this a few times before you fully kill the ivy. 

Once the ivy has died, you can then safely take the 
stems off the tree. 

DO NOT use chemical sprays except as a last resort. 

For more information: 
   Removing English Ivy 
   Removing Cape Ivy 

Bush Dance 

Our annual carbon Neutral Bush 
dance is coming up in August.  
 
The final date should be posted on 
our facebook page by next Friday, so 
follow us on Facebook and put the 
date in your diary.  
 
Booking details will follow shortly af-
ter  

http://www.transitionmonty.org/uploads/6/5/4/9/6549206/how_to_remove_english_ivy_from_your_tree.pdf
http://www.transitionmonty.org/uploads/6/5/4/9/6549206/how_to_remove_cape_ivy.pdf
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What  happened at the election? What Now? 

I think all of us were surprised by the election and many of us 
were disappointed. It was a major set back for environmental 
groups who had built all of their plans on electing a labour 
government and then influencing them to do more for the en-
vironment, especially with regards to Climate Change. 

A month later we now recognise we must influence the Liberal 
government. This is a much harder task, but not impossible. 

Extinction Rebellion is working towards mobilising people in 
acts of non violent civil disobedience. We start with a rally in 
the city at 5:30 on Friday (21st). For more information. 

The international Extinction Rebellion is planning a day of 
mass disruption on Monday 7th October. If you want to be in-
volved in the Melbourne actions, please contact me. 

Alan Cuthbertson 

This article is a a reflection of my views. The Montmorency 
Community Group strongly supports action on Climate Change 
but does not necessarily support the actions of Extinction Re-
bellion. 

Our last rally in June 

https://www.facebook.com/events/304347097174084/
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Sustainable Watsonia is a transition town based at Watsonia Neighbour-
hood House.  It provides opportunities for community to join together to 
build a more resilient and sustainable community. The neighbourhood 
house will host an open day on June 16th where Sustainable Watsonia will 
facilitate a repair café, discussions, presentations and skill share demon-
strations. More details can be found on the website and facebook.  
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Montmorency Community Group Inc.  
Membership Form 2018–2019 

 
You are invited to become a financial member of the Monty Community Group, by 
filling out this form and posting it (with your membership fee if you would like to 

pay by cheque) to the Monty Community Group at the address below.  
Your membership will help to support initiatives of the Monty Community Group 

and our Transition Town program. 

Name: _____________________________________________ 
Address: ________________________________________________ 
Email: ___________________________________________________ 
Mobile Phone: ___________ Home Phone:______________________ 
Membership Fee: $10 per individual/household, $5 concession, $25 per busi-
ness.  
 
Payment Methods: Bank Deposit: Receipt Provided No. ___________ 

Bank Account: Montmorency Community Group 
BSB: 633 000 
Account No: 140371089 
 

When making a bank transfer, please ensure your name is noted so 
we can reconcile your payment with your application.  

 

Payment by Cheque: Payment Enclosed: $______ 

 
Cheques payable to: Montmorency Community Group 
PO Box  87 Montmorency 3094 

CONTRIBUTIONS to our newsletter are welcome. Please send articles of 
interest to the newsletter coordinator by the 10th of each month. The news-
letter is issued on the 15th of the month. 

Please email to montymoves@gmail.com and send a copy to the Editor 
alan@diydoubleglaze.com.au . 
 
Please use the subject line “Newsletter  - (then add anything else after that) 
 

ADVERTISING 
Advertising is $10 per quarter page but must be in line with the MCG ideals 
of community and sustainability. 

Newsletter coordinator is Alan Cuthbertson 
Email: alan@diydoubleglaze.com.au  

Please ask permission to reproduce material. Montmorency Community 
Group endeavors to publish great content but holds no responsibility for 
opinions held or wrong information. 

 

mailto:montymoves@gmail.com
mailto:alan@diydoubleglaze.com.au
mailto:alan@diydoubleglaze.com.au

