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MCG is a Transition Town

We are connecting local people with ideas, vison and
action to move from oil dependancy to sustainable
communities.
Be part of this vibrant group and help create a
community that YOU would like to live in:
Growing food
Community gardens
Climate change action
Transport advocacy
The Transition Town (TT) movement is a global network of localised TT
groups.
MCG aims to inspire and enhance connectedness and sustainable
living within community.

Meet Your Community
Steering Group
Convenor: Alan Cuthbertson
Co-convenor:
Katherine Barling
Treasurer: Ross Woodham
Secretary: Pam Rowley
Member Secretary:
Alison Johns
Ordinary members:
Barbara Jackson
Rohan Johns
Blaise van Hecke
Karl Bates
Margaret O’Dowd
Jane Oldfield
Kathryn Landers

For info, contact:
montymoves@gmail; or
phone Alan on 9439 8205 or
Katherine on 0439 652 680

Ross Woodham
I have joined MCG as a means of giving something
back to the local community. My partner and I have
resided in Monty since 2009 but before then lived
in the surrounding areas of Greensborough and
Eltham.
We were drawn to the Monty region because of its
bushland charm, walking tracks and the ambience of
the Were Street strip.
I have worked as an accountant in the Rosanna
region for the past 30 years so the proximity to work was also a convincing
aspect.
The Montmorency area has so much charm and warmth.
Visitors to our property are amazed at the abundance of bird life that exists
around us and the varied sounds they produce.
We love being able to show our grandchildren the diversity of bird life around us
as well as visiting the local parks and playgrounds.
We look forward to assisting the group promote its values and participate in
community events.
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What can we really do about climate change?
We all know that burning fossil fuels is the biggest issue.
You can support a powerful strategy that will help keep fossil fuels in in the ground. Many of us bank with the
four big banks. These banks and many others invest with companies that are involved in fossil fuel extraction
and supply.
Let’s take our money out of these banks and super funds and place then with ethical funds holders. An organisation
called Market Forces gives us information on which banks invest in fossil fuels and which ones do not. Refer to
www.marketforces.org.au for more information.
Banyule City Council is considering taking this action. We have a petition that is collecting Banyule residents
details who want to show their support for this move. Visit our website www.transitionmonty.org/ under our
what’s on section. You can click on the Banyule Council Petition and demonstrate your support for this important
decision.
Building of Sugar glider nesting boxes now underway.
Residents requests for more than 70 sugar glider boxes are being
met with the help of 2 local men’s sheds.
Harry the secretary of the Eltham men’s shed provided the
following update:
I estimate that we completed about 25% of the painting task
today, the weather and enthusiasm were on our side. We have
now made a new racking system to dry painted panels, this will
make things much easier next week.
The help of the men’s sheds have been an important part of the
sugar glider project. Our thanks to you all.
The nesting boxes will be distributed in a few months time at a local sugar glider celebration.
Instructions of how to install them will be available on the night. Help with putting them up in a tree will be
available.
For further information please call Jane Oldfield 0412 468 432 or email us at montysugargliders@gmail.com

… and the winner is!
This year’s Great Tomato Taste Off celebrated 43 varieties of tomatoes. Keen Food Swappers happily tasted
and judged as many as they could, for flavour and texture and then cast their votes for the People’s Choice. The
winner was Green Grape, closely followed by Green Zebra. Other favourites were Amish Paste, Black Russian,
Yellow Pear Violet Jasper and Black Cherry.
The Green Grapes were grown by Barbara and Euan, Robin and Paul, and Rino.
Again we were amazed by the diversity of colours, shapes and strange names of tomatoes grown by local
gardeners. But most of all, we were delighted by the superb flavours and convinced of the superiority of heirloom
tomatoes over the hard flavourless hybrid varieties bred for supermarket shelves.
Here’s the list of tomatoes presented at this year’s Great Tomato Taste Off: Amish Paste, Apollo, Beam’s Yellow
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Pear, Black Cherry, Black Russian, Brown Berry, Bush Tomato, Cherry Tomato,
Christmas Grape, Costoluto Genovese, Fahrenheit Blue, Golden Sunray, Green
Grape, Green Zebra, Grosse Lisse, Hungarian Heart, Jaune Flamme, Lemon
Drop, Macedonian, Montmorency Round, Orange Verna, Periforme Abruzzese,
Purple Cherokee, Purple Russian, Red & Black, Red Beefsteak, Red Fig, Red Fig
Dwarf, Roma, Roma Speckled, San Marzano, Schimmeig Creg, Small Fry, Sweet
Bite, Tigerella, Tommy Toe, Violet Jasper, Wapsipinicon Peach, Wild Sweetie,
Yellow Currant, Yellow Delight, Yellow Pear.

Preserving the Best for the Rest of the Year
The Tomatorama workshop held
at Montmorency South Primary
School was a great success and
lots of fun! The principles of safe
preserving using the Fowlers
Vacola system were covered
and participants got hands on
practice by bottling over 24 jars
of tomatoes for the Monty South
Primary School’s Stephanie
Alexander Kitchen program.

EVENTS

Open Mic Night

Wednesday 18 March
7.00pm-9.00pm Busybird
Publishing Studio Gallery
2/118 Para Road
Montmorency 3094
Wednesday 18 March
7.00pm-9.00pm
Entry $5, includes supper.
For more information call
Blaise on 0416 157 281.

Community
Information Sessions
with Banyule Council
Saturday 21 March
Petrie Park 10–11.15am
Rattray Reserve 11.30–
12.30pm

Earth Hour
Participants also got practice
in making a very tasty tomato
chutney that they were able to
take home. We celebrated the
end of 3½ hours of hard work
by sharing Katherine’s delicious
focaccia and a bowl of pasta
with a fresh tomato and basil
sauce.

We’re all looking forward to the
passata making workshop with
Maria Ciavarella, coming up on
Saturday 14 March, to add some more strings to our tomato preserving bows.
If you’re interested in bottling/preserving your own tomatoes or other seasonal fruit
but don’t have a Fowlers Vacola unit, Montmorency Community Group now has
for loan to financial members:
• a Fowlers Vacola Sterilising unit (with tongs, packing stick and peach pitter)
• a Fowlers Vacola Dehydrator (with4 drying trays and 2 fruit leather trays)
• a manual passata maching and large stockpot
Thanks to Banyule City Council for their grant to support the above programs.

Changing Seasons in Your Garden
Now that summer has passed and our gardens are yielding up the last of its
summer harvest, it’s time to think of what to be doing for autumn. If you’re not sure
what to plant now and what tasks need to be carried out, you may be interested
in a free workshop we’re holding on Sunday, 29 March. Maria Ciavarella will be
the workshop presenter of Grow Your Own, Eat Your Own – Autumn Garden from
10.30am to 12.30pm. Bookings are essential, so call Julie on 0438 115 853. The
workshop will be held at Montmorency Primary School.
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Saturday 28 March
8.30–9.30pm
See flyer next page

Food Swap

Sunday 5 April
10.30–11.30am
Were Street (next to Were
St Food Store

Friends of Monty
Bushlands

Saturday 11 April
10am – 12 noon
Belmont Reserve
Map 21, F6
Direct seeding: through
large bollard area from
collected seed in 2014.
Handweeding: will also
take place. Monitoring
of success will be talked
through on the day
ENQUIRIES:
Rattray, Belmont and
Wooded Way Reserves
Contact: Pam on 94391853
or Julia on 94392378
Pecks Dam
Contact George on
94397375

SAVE THE DATE!!!!

MONTY BUSH DANCE
Saturday 8 August

Please join us at the Grape and Hop Wine Bar
10 Were St, Montmorency

to celebrate Earth Hour
from 7PM 28 MARCH 2015
RSVP to Barbara on
barbarajackson308@gmail.com
or 0406 588 417
to ﬁnd out more about earth hour visit
www.earthhour.org/celebrating-earth-hour

MONTMORENCY PRIMARY SCHOOL STEPHANIE ALEXANDER KITCHEN GARDEN
PROGRAM:
Montmorency Primary School is situated at the convenient location on the corner of Rattray Rd and Were
St. We are currently looking at recruiting new volunteers to work in our Stephanie Alexander Kitchen Garden
Program. This valuable life-skills program teaches children all aspects of production from garden to plate. As a
volunteer you would choose to assist our garden and kitchen specialist and other volunteers whilst working with
the children in either or both our kitchen and garden program every Tuesday or in the garden with our garden
teacher on a Thursday purely assisting with garden maintenance/growing. On a Tuesday you can choose to
work from 9.00am to 11.00am or 11.45am to 2.00pm. On a Thursday you can choose your own time that you are
available between 9.00am and 3.00pm.
If you are interested, please email Keryn Johnson on: johnson.keryn.p1@edumail.vic.gov.au or phone the
school on 9434 5944. You do not need to be a green thumb or a master
chef to volunteer, just an interest in volunteering and learning alongside
our gorgeous children.

NEXT MCG STEERING
GROUP MEETING

Bush Dance – Saturday 8th August
Once again we have started our planning for our Annual Bush Dance.
We have set the date for Saturday 8th August, reserve the date in your
calendar and start putting together a table. This has proved a great
annual success with tickets rapidly selling out. You don’t need any
dancing experience and everyone from children to grandparents has
a great time.
We are looking to form a subcommittee to organise the dance, so if you
want to be involved, please contact us.
~4~

all members welcome
Wednesday 1 April at
Busybird Publishing
Studio Gallery
2/118 Para Road
Montmorency
7.00pm–8.30pm
(behind Walkers Wheels)

Will gliders keep gliding?
Despite the uncomfortable conditions in hot, humid
weather on Sat 21st February evening, our second sugar
glider/ nature talk was well attended. A small crowd of 3040 gathered in Pecks Dam Reserve to hear local expert,
zoologist Richard Francis, tell us stories and interesting
facts about sugar gliders and other local wildlife.
As dusk approached, we moved to the edge of the dam,
to wait for the sugar gliders to appear. We were rewarded
when 2 small creatures emerged from a box on the
opposite side of the dam and later a flash of wings was
silhouetted against the sky as one glided across to its
preferred tree.
Richard’s main message was not to underestimate the
numbers of wildlife living in our backyards, parks and
reserves. If we want to see them, we must go out and
look. Native wildlife rarely comes to us!

go to view these cute and resilient creatures.

But wildlife all need shelter and food sources. With native
vegetation disappearing from the suburb as a result of
increasing clearing for construction of buildings and car
parking, wildlife are losing what they need most for their
survival. This is where nestboxes come in, replacing the
tree hollows that once provided homes for birds, possums
and gliders. Hollows only form in very old trees. Now that
nestboxes specifically designed for sugar gliders have
been installed in schoolyards, parks and reserves in
Montmorency, we have specific locations where we can

Nestboxes are part of Montmorency’s biodiversity project, which aims to form areas of habitat that connect
across the suburb, so that wildlife can move around as they need to, in search of food and shelter. As well as
maintaining habitat on public land, we can also help by growing an area of natives in our own gardens to connect
up with others in the neighbourhood. A key element of wildlife habitat is the eucalypts for which Montmorency is
well- known. We have many of these in reserves and gardens. But most of these trees are ageing, so we must
grow young trees now if our native habitat is to be maintained into the future.
Pam Rowley

Fri ends of Mont morency Bushlands
W an t t o h e lp re s t ore a n d b e a u t i f y o u r n a t u re re s e r v e s ?
To f i n d o u t h o w, or t o re c e i v e o u r 2 0 1 5 c a l e n d a r, r i n g Pa m o n 9 4 3 9 1 8 5 3
or e m ai l p ro wl e y @ c h a r i o t . c o m . a u
We a re n ow o n Fa ce b o o k !
fac e book .c om / fr i e n d s o f m o n t m o re n c y b u s h l a n d s
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Have you heard? Petrie Park is undergoing a master planning process!
Banyule Council is holding 2 community information sessions on Saturday 21 March, for members of the local
community to come and comment on how we would like to see our local Petrie Park developed for us over the
next 10-20 years. Some might like it to be kept as much open space as possible, given the increased housing
using up residential land. Some might like to see more enclosed spaces for safer family time, or more open
spaces with more trees planted, or perhaps a community garden, or a bike path, or a walking path from one end
of the park to the other. User groups such as the Bowling Club and the RSL and Pigeon Club have had their say,
and Monty Community Group Committee had a discussion with the consultants last week to better understand
the process.
We have also discussed the process and our interests for the nearby Rattray Reserve, with the consultant, as
well as Friends of Monty Bushlands (who have planted and weeded our reserves for years as their contribution
to regenerating the indigenous bushland in our area), and a newer group Friends of Petrie Park who formed to
protect the usability of this park and protect the natural assets for future generations. We agreed we will each
make our own statements to the consultant, and encourage all users of the park (walkers, dog walkers, visitors,
families) and the Reserve (presumably just wanderers seeking a beautiful space to be in nature), to come and
have your say.
As a group we were particularly concerned at the totally new idea of possibly linking the Rattray Reserve with
Petrie Park, so that walkers or bike riders might be able to travel through both in a single path. Montmorency
Community Group is concerned that to protect the reserve this would need a long term management strategy
and, even more importantly, annual funding for upkeep and improvements to protect and enhance the work
achieved over many years by the Friends Group in partnership with Banyule Council Bushlands staff. We are
concerned that these funds are not readily available. Therefore opening the Reserve to an array of activities
would threaten the sensitive flora and fauna in this nature reserve, one of a number in Montmorency which helps
to provide a precious biodiversity grassland, canopy and a corridor for local wildlife. One of the things we have
learnt from these tireless friends of nature is that to interfere with and disturb the ground will actually threaten the
integrity of this nature reserve which is seeking, over time, to preserve and restore some of the natural bushland
that was once the natural home for all the wildlife we enjoy and treasure.
Please make your views to the Consultants on Saturday 21st March first in Petrie Park from 10–11.15 am, and
then at the Rattray Road end of Rattray Reserve from 11.30–12.30 pm.
To discuss your ideas with us you can call Friends of Monty Bushlands, Pam on 9439 1853; or Friends of Petrie
Park, call Annalies on 0438 599 967, or Montmorency Community Group, Katherine on 0439 652 680.
Katherine Barling

www.transitionmonty.org
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Busybird Publishing & Hire A Hubby
are proud to present
Below the Belt
Experiences with Prostate Cancer
An excellent anthology of stories
from every day people
RRP $25
$5 from every book goes to Prostate
Cancer Foundation Australia
See website for details
www.busybird.com.au
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You are invited to
the launch of
Banyule Transition Streets

The Transition Streets Challenge provides information and promotes discussion and action
amongst small neighbourhood groups on how we can live more lightly on the planet.
We’re launching this exciting new project in Banyule, so come, have some fun and find out
more:
 enjoy inspiring stories from people who participated in our pilot program
 meet your local Transition Streets Convenor over a glass of champagne and nibbles
 find out more about what you can gain from participating in the program and how to join a
group close to you.
Transition Streets builds stronger connections with people in your neighbourhood; provides
information that can help you save money by taking simple practical steps to reduce your
energy and water bills; and gives tips to help you make smarter choices around food, waste and
transport options.
Where:

IDV, Macleod
(McNamara Street, on the YMCA side of the line)

When:

Friday 24 April, 6.30pm for a 7pm start (8.30pm finish)

RSVP:

email montymoves@gmail.com for further details and to register

Can’t make it on the night but want to know more? Call Mary on 9455 2581
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LIKE us on Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/MontmorencyCommunityGroup?fref=ts
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CONTRIBUTIONS to our newsletter are welcome. Please send articles of
interest to the newsletter coordinator by the 10th of each month. The newsletter
is issued on the 15th of the month.
ADVERTISING
Advertising is $10 per quarter page but must be in line with the MCG ideals of
community and sustainability.
Newsletter coordinator is Blaise van Hecke
Email: busybird@bigpond.net.au
Please ask permission to reproduce material. Montmorency Community Group
endevours to publish great content but holds no responsibility for opinions held
or wrong information.

Montmorency Community Group Inc.
Membership Form 2014–2015
You are invited to become a financial member of the Monty Community Group,
by filling out this form and posting it (with your membership fee if you would like
to pay by cheque) to the Monty Community Group at the address below.
Your membership will help to support initiatives of the Monty
Community Group and our Transition Town program.

Name: _____________________________________________
Address: ____________________________________________________________
Email: _____________________________________________________________
Mobile Phone: ____________________ Home Phone:_______________________
Membership Fee: $10 per individual/household, $5 concession, $25 per business.
Payment Methods: Bank Deposit:
Receipt Provided No. ___________
Bank Account:
BSB:			
Account No:

Montmorency Community Group
633 000
140371089

When making a bank transfer, please ensure your name is noted
so we can reconcile your payment with your application.
Payment by Cheque:

Payment Enclosed: $______

Cheques payable to: Montmorency Community Group
c/- 251 Old Eltham Rd, Lower Plenty, 3093
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